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â€œEverywhere militants were blowing up Christians, their churches, their shops. They threatened

them with kidnapping. They promised to take their children. The message to these â€˜infidelsâ€™:

You have no place in Iraq. Pay a penalty to stay, leave, or be killed.â€•Sweeping from Syria into Iraq,

Islamic State fighters (ISIS) have been brutalizing and annihilating Christians. How? Why? Where

did the terrorists come from, and what can be done to stop them? For more than a decade,

journalist Mindy Belz has reported on the ground from the Middle East, giving her unparalleled

access to the story no one wants to believe. In They Say We Are Infidels, she brings the stark reality

of this escalating genocide to light, tracking the stories of real-life Christians who refuse to abandon

their faithâ€•even in the face of losing everything, including their lives.As Reading Lolita in Tehran

did for Iran and We Wish to Inform You That Tomorrow We Will Be Killed with Our Families did for

Rwanda, They Say We Are Infidels shines light into the Middle East through the stories of everyday

heroes and heroines who will not be silenced. A must-read for anyone seeking a firmer grasp on the

complex dynamics at play in war-torn Iraq and Syria, They Say We Are Infidels is the eye-opening

and revelatory testimony of a journalist who heads into a war zoneâ€•and is forever changed by the

people she encounters there.
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I enjoy reviewing books based on today's hot topics but at the same time infusing a strong Christian

faith throughout the story line. When I received They Say We Are Infidels by Mindy Belz through



Tyndale House Publishing, I had mixed feelings about reading it. While curious about the stories I

knew would be included in the book, I didn't know if I really wanted to put detailed stories with

specific names into my mind. It was somehow easier to listen to news reports and focus on the

tragedies and events they published without knowing all the details...without grasping the fact that

these were real people with real families, hopes and dreams. I'm not a big watcher of world news

but any time anything involves ISIS, I can't help but find myself paying attention. ISIS has gained

media attention because of the horrible atrocities they've inflicted on Christians and even their name

causes fear to rise in hearts whether they are Christian or non-Christian.Mindy Belz, in her book,

reports on true life events but her perspective is not from the outside looking in, she's on the inside.

She talks to those who've experienced ISIS face to face. She makes a point to listen and gather

information but also to allow herself to become part of the victim's lives. She travels through ISIS

territory with the help of insiders. She understands the danger and respects the culture. She knows

this is real.In the book, Ms. Belz tells the story of a young mother who was in labor with her first

child as ISIS began to attack. At the hospital, her doctor was afraid to wait for her to deliver naturally

and ordered a Cesarean section. This mother was Christian. This baby was going to be born to

Christian parents.
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